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The Eastern Caribbean Coalition for Environmental
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Grenada.Grand Beach Resort
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e Restoration of “EIlf Aquitaine”
» Floating classrooms participate In

— Whale & Dolphin research
— Protection of Turtles, Iguanas

— Reefs & beach clean ups
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Watching Whales Off Dominica

-

wi are leaming to appreciate them and to protect them. They come to the
to have the chance 1o see them,.

{ including the Singing Humpback and the Sie, both Baleen whales,
which migrate from the North Atlantic to mate and calve between May
and October. There-are also many toothed whales sighted throughout the
_ year mating, nursing, calving, playing and diving to the great deeps to
feed on squid and other deep-water creatures,

The resident toothed whales include the Sperm whale, the largest
toothed animal to exist, Pygmy Sperm Whale, the Orca, the False Killer
' ‘Whale, the Pygmy Killer Whale, the Pilot Killer Whale, the Pilot Whale, the
Spotted Dolphin, the Bottlenose Drolphin and others.

calves while the other pod members dive to feed. One cow/nursemaid
tends to as many as three calves while the other members of the pod go
off on their dives for as long as one hour and as deep as 6,000 feet.
On this particular day the small group consisted of keen first time whale
fwatnhers. We cast off from the jetty for an “afternoon till sunset” tour on
the protected west coast of Dominica. We were not far from shore when
= our first whale was sighted.
Unmistakable against the still ocean, the whale's waterspout rose
~Quickly, cnly to turm into a miniature rainbow. Again the spout rose at a
distinct forty-five degree angle to the surface. The angle and repeated
spouting meant that it must be a Sperm Whale. On approaching, we
I realised that thera were also two small spouts — a cow and two calves. The

side to begin nursing them.

Whales are huge creatures which once upon a tima temrified sailors,
Mow we know that they are gentle giants, the world's biggest and most, =359
fascinating creatures, Once they were almost hunted to extinction. Now

waters around Dominica to calve and that is where some people are lucky

This deep and sheltered coast is enjoyed by many Cetaceans or whales

: Due 1o the gentla sea and extremely deap waters, Dominica has ideal ®: '
% and comfortable whale-watching conditions. Whales are gentle and
curious toward humans. | have seen a Sperm Whale cow nursing three

calves were anxiously nuzzling her until she responded by tilting on her 78




Nursing NOw OVer, the calves prepared 10 join the adults. Swimming
slowly the cow bobbed her head wice before finally arching her back.
The increased weight of her tail leaving the water started her deep dive.

Unable to dive to such depths, the calves are often \eft at the surface 10
play. Each calf, being at least twenty feet in length, enjoys the comfort of
fearing nothing in the entire ocean excep! the Orca and of course the
heartless whaler, who would harpoon them in an effort to lure the other
whales to the slaughter.

Attracted to the drifting dive boat, both calves spent thirty minutes
swimming around and upside down under the boal, competing to get
closer to us. Unlike the Dolphins that beam their sonar from their melon
foreheads, the Sperm Whales do so from the chest so they need 10 swim
sideways Or upside down when investigating the boat or snorkellers.
Extreme care is necessary and any contact must be started by the whales.

On hearing the returning of the pod the calves quickly shifted attention,
swimming to greetthe first arrival. One by one they broke the surface until
ten individual spouts were counted forming a raft.

Aware of their curious behaviour, we gently eased into the water with
only amask and snorkel, holding onto the lines floating at the stern of my
41 foot dive boat. Floating at the surface, we were overwhelmed by the
sonar clicks of the approaching pod of whales. The curious whales
wanted a much closer look at us in the water.

These tours are not only educational and fun, but also give visitors the
opportunity to contribute to fund raising to help conservation.
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cﬁwhoa bbmg pushedtotheside on
atta {ssud because “certain countries
WlnMo uonml i$ and leave us out of it”.

;vu concerned about the

» Sperm whale calf off the west coast B
- Photo: Fttzroy Armour; Ancharage Dive Centres

Pr

and the other W]ndward islands, said her
government is not against having a special
area for whales in Antarctica. She said her
government requires all the scientific infor-
mation before taking any decision, particu-
larly since the chairman of the committee
which deals with the scientific information
resignedbecause he stated the Whaling Com-

* miasion was not ulmu mformatlon that hed ;

otion?

;Ericf-s Bakery
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Only 75¢

ATENED

The Boston-based I gmternptt nal Wildlife Coalition has vowed to begin an
internatwnal campaign to boycott the tourism industries of St. Vincent, St.
Lucia, Grenada and Dominica - nations backing Japan’s opposition to a
ban on commercial whaling.

Coalition President, Dan Morast told the Caribbean. Environmental
Reporters Network that the unanimous vote was taken at ai emergency
board meeting because of what he described as the “blatant collaboration

According to him, this
latest collaboration oc-
‘‘curred at a meéting of the
" International Whaling
. Commission held in Aus-
tralia, February 21 to 25.

.That meeting was called

to discuss the French pro-
posal for a no-whaling
sanctuary in Antarctica
which Japan opposes. The
vote on the sanctuary is

cial whaling. Though nei-
therv;;as resulted, Morast
said his organization can
no longer sit by and watch
Japan maiipulate votes.
Morast spid they expect
to spend 81,000 ECdollars
(30,000 USf dollarg) in the
first three! months of the

| betiveen Japan and St. Lucia, St. Vincent, Grenada and Dominica”.

ibbean countries were
granted fisheries develop-
ment projects and each
given the 43,000 pound
sterling IWC membership
dues to vote against com-
mercial whaling.
Dominica ‘and Grenada
recently announced Japa-

‘nese fisheries projects.

Tokyo promised fisheries
projects to Prime Minister
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The Tourism Sector
in Dominica has received
# major boost with the in-
stallation of a Hyperbaric
Chamber at the Princess
Margaret Hospital.

Funded by the Ey-
repean Union under the
Eco-Tourism Development
Programme at a cast of
$750,000, the well equipped
and fanctional Hyperbaric
Chamber will be gsed for
treating emergencies assa-
ciated with scuha diving,

Speaking at the Hand-
ing Over of the Chamber ’
on Monday. Chief Medical |
Officer (acting). Dr. David
Johnson stated that the Fa-
cility “is u significant boost I
to the Tourism and Health
Sectors which will translare '
in increased revenue to the
island from the Scuba Div-
ing Tourism Industry and |

will improve the quality of
care offered at the Princess
Margaret Hospital,™

The Ministry of Health
and Saocial Security official
listed the other functions
the Hyperbaric Chamber
will perform:

The Chamber will pe
used as a marketing tool to
scuba diving travellers:

With a functional cham.
ber there will be no need for
air evacuation to neighbour-
ing islands for treating their

medical emergencies related
to diving,

The Chamber will be
used in treating other non-
diving medical conditions,
such as burns, disbetic
wounds, selected surgical
wounds and other medica)
conditions that require in-
creased oxygen saturation,
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SEAN DouGLAS
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